In the production of general anaesthesia the risks from respiration are not the least of the dangers that beset the administration of any of the drugs employed for that purpose, it being an admitted fact that even while the heart is still beating the breathing may be arrested, either gradually or suddenly. In the former case the cessation is generally due to the toxic effects of the anaesthetic on the respiratory centre, whereas a sudden stoppage may arise from more than one cause. Thus, it may be due? (1) 

